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SIMPLE STRUMMING PATTERNS
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UKULELE
CLASSRODM
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Notes on the ukulele fretboard
C6 tuning (g, c, e, a)
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The Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain
GCEA tuning
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CHORD PROGRESSIONS
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Calypso Rhythm

Strum: DDU-UDU
Chords: Am Am
Am Am
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Ukulele Strum Patterns

1. All downbeats — Single strum
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 3 4 2 3 4
D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
2.Downbeats and upbeats — Double strum
1+ 2 [+ 3 [+ 4]+ [+]2|+][3[+]4[+]2[+]2][+]3 4 2 3 4
DUD/lUDluDJUlD|U[D|U|[D|U|D|UJD]|U|D]JU|D D D D D
3. One measure downbeats, one measure up and da@&nbe
1 2 3 4 1|+ 2 |+|3 |+ 4 |+]1 2 3 4 2 3 4
D D D D DIUD|UDI|UDI[ULD D D D D D D
4.Split the measure
1 2 3+ 4 [+]1 2 3[+]4]+]1 2 3 4 2 3 4
D DU DIU]ID D DUD[UID D D D D D D
5. Emphasize the 1 downbeat
1 2 [+ 3 |+[4 |+] 1 2 |+ 3 [+ 4 ]+]1 2 |+ 3 4 2 3 4
D| |d|u|d]|u|d|u]D dju|/d|u|d|u]lD du|d d d d d
6. Emphasize the 2 downbeat
1]+]2 3|+ 4 [+]1 ]+ 3|+ a+]1]+]2 3 4 2 3 4
d(u|lD dju|{dfujdiju|D dju|{djujdiju|D d d D d d
7. Latin strum
1 2 |+ + 4 ]+] 1 2 |+ + 4 [+]1 2 |+ 4 2 4
D D |u uldi|ulD D |u uld|u]lD D |u d D d
8. Variation on #7 — syncopated strum
1 2 |+ +| 4 1 2 |+ +| 4 1 2 4 2 4
D D |u uld D D |u uld D D |u d D d
9. Another variation on #7
1]+]2 [+ + 4 |+ 1]+ + + 4 [+] 1 [+]2 [+ 4 2 4
Dfu|d|u uld (ufDju|d|u u/d|ulDju|d|u d d d
10. Country strum
1 2 |+ 3 4 [+]1 2 |+ 3 4 [+ 1 2 |+ 3 4 2 3 4
D D|U|D D U] D D |U|D D[U]lD D|U|D D D D D
11. Offbeat single strum

+ + + + + + + + + +

U U U U U U U U U U
12. Offbeat single strum - variation
1+ + + +] 1+ + + +1 1|+ +
D |U U U uljD U U U ulp|u U
13. Bo Diddley strum — 2 measures
1 +| 3 4 2 3 1 +| 3 4 2 3
D Ul D D D D D Ul D D D D
14. Brazillian strum — 2 measures
1 2 3|+ + + +] 3 4 1 2 3 3 4
D D D |U U U Ul D D D D D D D
16. Make your own
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Bar(re) chords

Barre chords can be used to play chords up the neck of the ukulele, and are just the basic
shapes played further up to give a different sound (pitch) to the basic chord sound.

Music theory: (from someone who has never been taught - so bear with me if I don’t quite
get the terminology or the theory right, but this is how I understand it.)

The keys for music are:

A, A#/Bb, B, C, C#Db, D, D#/Eb, E, F, F#/Gb, G, G#/Ab, then back to A

# = sharp, b = flat

Note that A# and Bb are the same, as are the other “# and b” equivalents
Also note that there are no B#/Cb, and E#/Fb - they don’t exist.

So there are 12 keys, before you go around again

So, if you play, for example the A chord (and if you intend to play a barre chord it is a good
idea to play the A chord shape with your 2" and 3rd fingers, rather than the first and
second as you probably do now), and you want to play a A#/Bb chord then simply slide the

A chord shape up one fret, and place your index finger across the first fret, creating a barre.
A

Bb
[IIX)
[]

Then if you want to play a B simply slide up one more fret to *

L LLL)

And again, if you want an alternative position for the C chord you can play [

And this continues in the order of the keys shown above

You might wonder why you would want to play C in this position, but it gives a slightly
different sound to the same chord by using different notes to construct the same chord.
Or maybe it is just a bit easier to play the chord run in the particular song. An example is
the start of “Lola” where you play Bb, C, D, so you could play these up the neck if you
wished. You would play the Bb shown, then the C shown, and then bar the 5" fret and you
have the D chord, right up to the 12th fret where you are back to A again.

m Ebm Em
The same applies to Am, A#m/Bbm, Bm, etc = (XXX
In this case I play the Am with my third finger, and use my first * ¢
finger to barre, and put my second finger along the top of my first

finger to help it press down and keep it out of the way

So this applies to all of the base chord shapes, but the two most useful ones on the ukulele
are the A, as shown and the F. . ob &
With the F shape, again use your second and third fingers for the ) e
basic shape, then slide up one fret for F#/Gb, and another fret for } § ]
the G chord (I don’t have a picture of the GB as a barre chord, but I
hope you can see what I mean i.e. the first fret should use a full

barre, but if you can manage as it is shown that'’s fine, too).

It is also a way to play the difficult E chord, although it does take some o E

practlse. ETTIXIX)
If you play the open C chord with your little finger, a quick calculation will *
show that a barred 4" fret with the same shape will give you an E chord
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